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302.307andamendmentsto 35 Ill.Adm.Code302.207and302.525
R04-021 Rulemaking—Water

DearChairmanNovak:

CitizensAgainstRuiningtheEnvironment(CARE) appreciatestheopportunityto
providefurthercommentsregardingthepollution controlboard’sdecisionto weakenthe
radiumwaterqualitystandards.

The decisionto increaseradioactivecontaminantsinto the environmentis unwarranted
and compromisessound environmentalpolicy and the public’s health and safety.
Moreover,this weakeningof standardssetsa dangerousprecedent,paving the way for
pollutersandpotentiallycreatingfuture Superfundsites.

The thoriumissuein West Chicagois aprimeexampleofwhatcanhappenwhentoxic
contaminantsaredischargedinto theenvironment.Thecontaminationstemsfrom a
formermanufacturingsite thatproducedotherradioactivecontaminantsincluding
radium. In one ofthelargestenvironmentalcleanupsin Illinois history,morethan$500
million will bespentin cleanup costs,halfofwhich will be paidfor by thefederal
government.Thecleanupwill involve diggingup anddrying contaminatedsedimentsand
shippingto afederallylicenseddisposalsite.

CARE is pleasedlocal, stateandfederalofficials haveworkedin cooperationto provide
a clean,environmentally-friendlyandsafesolutionto thethorium situation. Theradium
disposalissuedemandsthesamecoordinated,thoughtfulandsoundapproach.Wehave
theuniqueopportunityto preventan environmentalman-madedisasterand savemillions
of dollarsin futureremediationcosts.



In closing,CARE respectfullyrequeststheBoardto upholdthecurrentwaterquality

standardsandpreventfurthertoxic contaminationin Illinois.

Thankyou,

Directors
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